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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The Information Disclosure statement submitted by the 
Applicant on July 30, 2001 has been recorded on the PTO form 
892. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because Figure 4 is 
illegible. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures 
must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to 
show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing 
sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
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Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-14, 16-26 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Egendorf (US Patent No. 
5,794,221). 

Re claim 1: Egendorf discloses: 

(a) receiving information utilizing a network, wherein 
the information includes an Internet Protocol (IP) address of a 
user and an amount of payment due ("This exchange may include 
identifying information relating to the customer, such as the 
customer's Internet address, information relating to the 
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products or services to be purchased, including the transaction 
amount../') -see col. 5, lines 22-25; 

(b) identifying an account using at least a portion of 
the information ("an exchange of transactional information 
occurs between the customer and the vendor. This exchange may 
include identifying information relating to the customer such as 
the customer's Internet address..." ) -see col. 5, lines 20-26; 

(c) administering payment for the payment due by 
billing against the account ("These agreements provide that the 
provider will bill the customer for goods and services purchased 
by them over the Internet. The billing will be done to billing 
accounts established in connection with the agreements. The 
billing accounts can be, for example, credit card accounts, 
telephone accounts, cable television accounts, on-line services 
accounts, or bank accounts. The accounts need not be with the 
provider if the provider has a billing agreement in place with 
the party with whom the account was established .") -see col. 5, 
lines 1-10. 

Re claim 2: Egendorf discloses: 

wherein a site sends the information in response to the 
user carrying out a transaction using the site.(" When 
the customer orders a product or service over the Internet from 
a vendor, transactional information transmitted between the 
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customer and the vendor is also transmitted to the provider.") - 
see Abstract. 

Re claim 4: Egendorf discloses: 

wherein the steps are carried out by a network service 
provider . -see Abstract ("Internet access provider") . 

Re claim 5: Egendorf discloses: 
further comprising the steps of identifying user data 
based on the received information, and sending the user 
data to the site. -see col. 5, in particular lines 31-37, and 
Figs. 2 & 3. 

Re claim 6: Egendorf discloses: 
wherein the user data includes shipping 
information, -see col. 4, lines 1-6. 

Re claim 7: Egendorf discloses: 

further comprising the step of requesting permission from 
the user prior to sending the user data to the site. 
(" A provider establishes an agreement with a customer, and a 
second agreement with a vendor, wherein the provider agrees with 
the customer and the vendor to bill for products and services 
purchased over the Internet by the customer form the vendor.") - 
see col. 2, lines 11-15, and cols. 2-4. 

Re claim 8; Egendorf discloses: 
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the step of limiting the administration of payment based on 
a rule. ("Which accounts are used may be specified in the 
agreements made between the provider and the customer and 
between the provider and the vendor, or may be specified in the 
transactional information. If specified in the transactional 
information, the selection of account can be made by referencing 
the type of account (e.g., "VISA", "phone bill"), or the 
position of that account on a predetermined list (e.g., "the 3rd 
account"), and does not require that any actual account numbers 
be transmitted .") -see col. 2, lines 29-37. 

Re claim 9: Egendorf discloses: 

further comprising the step of collecting a fee from the 
site. ("The provider then bills the transaction amount to the 
customer and remits a portion of the transaction amount to the 
vendor, keeping the differential as a fee for providing the 
service") -see Abstract, and col. 4, lines 18-22. 

Re claim 10: Egendorf discloses: 
wherein the fee is a percentage of the payment due. -see 
col. 4, lines 18-22 and Abstract. 

Re claim 11: Egendorf discloses: 

wherein the account is a debit account. -see col. 2, lines 
58-65, col. 3, lines 42-47. 

Re claim 12: Egendorf discloses: 
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wherein the steps are carried out by a financial 
institution offering credit with credit cards in conjunction 
with a network service provider. ("Provider 2 can then send 
verifying information to one or both of the customer and vendor 
to indicate that the transaction has been approved, if approval 
of a third party, such as a credit card company, is required. ")- 
see col. 5, lines 36-39. 

Re claims 13-14, 16-24: Further a computer program product 
would have been necessary to perform the method of previously 
rejected claims 1-2, 4-12 and are therefore rejected using the 
same art and rationale. 

Re claim 25: Further a system would have been necessary to 
perform the method of previously rejected claim 1 and is 
therefore rejected using the same art and rationale. 

Re claim 26: Egendorf discloses: 

(a) providing a link to a site on a network where a business 
transaction is occurring ("The provider cerates access to the 
internet for the customer through the provider's equipment") -see 
col. 2, lines 19-21, col. 5, lines 11-16; 

(b) receiving information from the site at a third party 
location during the transaction, wherein the information 
includes an Internet Protocol (IP) address of a user and an 
amount of payment due ( M In step 14, the transactional 
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information is obtained by provider 2. The communication can be 
a separate transmission by the vendor or the customer to 
provider 2, or provider 2 can extract the information form the 
exchange of information taking place between the customer and 
the vendor through equipment of provider 2 . Provider 2 can then 
send verifying information to one or both of the customer and 
vendor to indicate that the transaction has been approved, if 
approval of a third party, such as credit card company, is 
required. Most importantly, the entire transaction takes place 
without the need of communicating the customer's credit card or 
other account number over the Internet l.")-see col. 5, lines 
30-42; 

(c) identifying an account using at least a portion of the 
information ("This exchange may include identifying information 
relating to the customer, such as the customer's Internet 
address, information relating to the products or services to be 
purchased, including the transaction amount../' ) -see col, 5, lines 
22-25; 

(d) identifying whether any rules are associated with the 
account ("A provider establishes an agreement with a customer, 
and a second agreement with a vendor, wherein the provider 
agrees with the customer and the vendor to bill for products and 
services purchased over the Internet by the customer from the 



Application/Control Number: 09/879,683 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3628 

vendor. Associated with the customer agreement are one or more 
billing accounts which purchases may be charged. ") -see col. 2, 
lines 12-17 and ("The billing will be done to billing accounts 
established in connection with the agreements" ) -see col. 5, 
lines 3-5; 

(e) conditionally administering payment for the payment 
due by billing against the account in accordance with any 
identified rules ("The billing will be done to billing accounts 
established in connection with the agreements' 7 ) -see col. 5, 
lines 3-5, and col. 2; 

(f) identifying shipping information based on the received 
information ("If the vendor wishes, the vendor may verify with 
the provider that the address supplied by the customer for 
shipment of the goods../' ) -see col. 4, lines 1-10; 

(g) sending the shipping information to the site ("the 
vendor may verify with the provider that the address supplied by 
the customer for shipment. ..has been authorized" ) -see col. 4, 
lines 1-10; 

(h) receiving compensation from the site ("the provider 
charges the transaction amount to the agreed account of the 
customer and remits the agreed portion of the amount to the 
vendor, keeping the differential as the provider's charge for 
making the service available .") -see col. 4, lines 18-22. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



4. Claims 3, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Egendorf in view of Stewart (Stewart, 
John. Connecting with Confidence. Web Techniques. San Francisco: 
Apr 2000. Vol. 5, Iss. 4; pg. 84, 4 pgs . 

Re claim 3: Although Egendorf refers to identifying 
information relating to a customer such as an internet address - 
see col. 5, lines 22-23, Egendorf does not specifically disclose 
wherein the information further includes port numbers. 
It is well known in the art as evidenced by Stewart, that port 
numbers are a way to identify a specific process to which an 
internet message is to be forwarded when it arrives at a server. 
("The rules are simple: Control which machines (using IP 
addresses) can talk to one another on what services [using 
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network port numbers] . ") -see p. 3, para. 2. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include identifying a transaction 
by using a port number, as was taught by Stewart in order to 
control the transfer of information over the Internet. 

Re claim 15: Further a computer program would have been 
necessary to perform the method of previously rejected claim 3 
and is therefore rejected using the same art and rationale. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicants disclosure. 

Wilf (US Patent No. 5, 899, 980) -cited for a retail method 
over a wide are network. 

Bezos (US Patent No. 5, 727 , 163) -cited for a secure method 
for communicating credit card data when placing an order on a 
non- secure network . 

Colvin, Sr. (US Patent No. 5, 825, 881 ) -cited for a system 
for conducting commerce over a large public network such as the 
Internet. The system facilitates communications between a 
merchant, a customer, and a bank or credit card processor. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Elda 
Milef whose telephone number is (571)272-8124. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:15 am to 5:45 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Hyung Sough can be 
reached on (571)272-6799. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 



* * * 
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